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Hey 4-H members, 

 

 
Registration is now open for County Events! This guidelines packet contains the details and scoresheets for each of the 

events. 

 
What is County Events? 

County Events is a countywide competition where 4-H members compete in several categories including Public 

Speaking, Demonstrations/Illustrated Talks, and Share the Fun. Blue ribbon winners will be eligible to move on to District 

Events, and senior blue ribbon district winners are eligible for the statewide competition at 4-H University. 

 
When: Entries are due online by January 1st. Showcase and Awards will be on Facebook Live on January 23rd at 6pm. 

Where: Entries due via online submission. Showcase and Awards via Facebook Live. 

Why: To increase the 4-H member’s communication skills 

Cost: Free 

Dress Code: Business Casual 

 

To submit your entries, you should record a video of yourself presenting your speech, demonstration, and/or Share the Fun 
act. The video(s) should be done in one take and not edited together. Then, complete the registration form and submit your 
file(s) at the link(s) below (also included at the end of the registration form). 

 

Registration form: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-
KBNDTFKdk2s5gpiMx4bhAyvqaUho75AkD9Lk6vGFtFUMEgyTjdKWE85WUNJMFdEQ1lNMjUxQzlZRyQlQCN0PWcu 

 

Demonstrations/Illustrated Talks: Make sure you title your file “DemonstrationTitle_Category_4-HAge” 

 

For example: “DogGrooming101_Animals_Junior” 

 

Demonstration/Illustrated Talk Video Submission Link: https://uflorida-
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EgvTwvkCcotJkktk-Zfs3PEB9k5PvrtC7lwWuTVPfaoYhw 

 

Public Speaking: Make sure you title your file “SpeechTitle_4-HAge” 

 

For example: “GoatMathHowMyFamilyGrewOurHerd_Junior” 

 

Public Speaking Video Submission Link: https://uflorida-
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EnV2GTtb5ZVFmyeRdjiaxqABodIXDyw14roBHgitIFFL0w 

 

Share the Fun: Make sure you title your file “ActTitle_4-HAge” 

 

For example: “SomewhereOverTheRainbow_Junior” 

 

Share the Fun Video Submission Link: https://uflorida-
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EuxGYm0iuzJKmOdyDycA9JUBaLF9Sch0PSTK9h7EQ7hYCg 

 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Amanda Pittman 

4-H Youth Development Extension Agent 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-KBNDTFKdk2s5gpiMx4bhAyvqaUho75AkD9Lk6vGFtFUMEgyTjdKWE85WUNJMFdEQ1lNMjUxQzlZRyQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-KBNDTFKdk2s5gpiMx4bhAyvqaUho75AkD9Lk6vGFtFUMEgyTjdKWE85WUNJMFdEQ1lNMjUxQzlZRyQlQCN0PWcu
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EgvTwvkCcotJkktk-Zfs3PEB9k5PvrtC7lwWuTVPfaoYhw
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EgvTwvkCcotJkktk-Zfs3PEB9k5PvrtC7lwWuTVPfaoYhw
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EnV2GTtb5ZVFmyeRdjiaxqABodIXDyw14roBHgitIFFL0w
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EnV2GTtb5ZVFmyeRdjiaxqABodIXDyw14roBHgitIFFL0w
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EuxGYm0iuzJKmOdyDycA9JUBaLF9Sch0PSTK9h7EQ7hYCg
https://uflorida-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/andrewskiewicz_ufl_edu/EuxGYm0iuzJKmOdyDycA9JUBaLF9Sch0PSTK9h7EQ7hYCg
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County Events 101 

 

County Events- County Wide Competition includes: 

- Demonstrations 

- Public Speaking 

- Share the Fun 

 
Demonstrations/Illustrated Talks (includes visual components) 

- A “Show and Tell” presentation 

- Demonstration of how to do something 

- 10 different categories 

- Teams can compete (can only be 2 members and they must be in the same 4-H age division 

- Length Varies per 4-H age division 

*Cloverbud: 1 minute 

*Junior: 3-12 minutes 

*Intermediate: 3-12 minutes 

*Senior: 5-12 minutes 

*Team: 5-12 minutes 

 
Public Speaking (does not include visual components) 

- Speaking in front of others to inform or influence listeners 

- Length of speech 

*Cloverbud: 1 minute 

*Junior: 3-7 minutes 

*Intermediate: 3-7 minutes 

*Senior: 5-7 minutes 

*Senior (horse): 8-10 minutes 

 
Share the Fun 

- Like a talent show 

- Teams are allowed 

- 4 Major categories (Instrumental, drama, vocal, and dance) 

 
 

Photography, Posters, and Graphic Design – submit at Alachua County Youth Fair Exhibit Judging 
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Public Speaking Contest 
This program is designed to give 4-H’ers experience in the preparation and delivery of a 4-H related speech. This contest 
requires 4-H’ers to recognize, organize, and present information on a given topic. The timed speech must be orderly and 
thorough. 4-H’ers must acquire the ability to speak convincingly in public, expressing ideas effectively with poise and 
confidence. 

General Regulations 
• Speech must be original and specifically related to 4-H in a demonstrable way. The entire speech does not 

necessarily have to feature 4-H, but every contestant must, at some point in his/her speech, mention 
4-H and its relationship to the material being presented. Contestants who break this rule will be 
subject to penalization by the judges 

• Speech must have been specifically prepared for, as part of, the 4-H Public Speaking Contest. 

• All requirements set forth in general regulations for participation in the Florida 4-H University must be satisfied 
for senior participants at the state level. 

• Speeches by senior 4-H’ers should be no less than 5 and no more than 7 minutes in length. 

• Speeches by junior and intermediate 4-H’ers should be no less than 3 and no more than 7 minutes in length. 

• Contestants whose speeches ignore the outlined time specifications and reference to 4-H will be subject to 
penalization as outlined on the score sheet. 

• Previous first place 4-H Public Speaking Contest winners at state competition are not eligible to compete in 
this event. 

• Participants may refine their speeches between district and state competition, but the content should not 
change dramatically. 

• Individual participation only, no team demonstrations will be allowed. 
 

Participations Procedures and Quotas: 
District Requirements: 
• The two winners in each age division (senior, intermediate & junior) at the county level may participate at the 

district level event 

State Requirements: 
• The top two senior district winners who won blue ribbons are eligible to compete at the state level. 

• Entries must have completed at the county and district levels. 

Awards 
• Blue, Red, and White awards will be awarded based on quality of performance. First and second place will be 

awarded to the highest scoring individuals. 
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Horse Public Speaking 

This is an individual competition within the 4-H Horse Program designed to give 4-H’ers experience in the 

preparation and delivery of a speech related to the horse industry. 
 

When:  TBA 

Where: TBA 

 
General Regulations: 
• Speech must be original and specifically related to the horse industry in a demonstrable way. 
• Speech must have been specifically prepared for, and part of, the 4-H Horse Public Speaking program. 
• All requirements must be met as set forth in the general regulations for participation in the Florida 4-H 

Public Speaking Project. 
• Speeches given by Senior 4-H’ers should be no less than 8 and no more than 10 minutes in length. This 

requirement differs from General Public Speaking. Speeches by junior and intermediate 4-H’ers should be 
no less than 3 and no more than 7 minutes in length. Contestants not meeting the time requirement will be 
subject to penalization as outlined on the score sheets. 

• Previous state-level first place 4-H Horse public speaking contest winners are not eligible to compete in this 
event. 

• 4-H members should refer to the 4-H Public Speaking Guide for helpful suggestions in preparing their 
speeches. 

• Score sheet will be the same used for the General Public Speaking contest. 

 
Participation Procedures: 
• The top senior selected at county level competition is eligible to participate in the State Event. 
• The top junior and intermediate selected at county level competition may participate in the District Event. 

 
Special Requirements for State Competition: 
• 4-H’er must have competed at the county level. 
• Three type-written, double spaced copies of each speech including: topic, name, age, date, county, and 

district on the front must be submitted by the published deadline (typically June 1, see State 4-H Events 
Calendar) to Dr. Ed Johnson, PO Box 110910, Gainesville, FL 32611-0910. All counties must submit their 
entries for the state contest to their district event chairperson. 

• Eligible participants are to be submitted for the state contest by using the County to State Form B. 
Additional registration materials will be available at the Animal Science Web site. 

 
Awards: 
• Blue, red and white awards will be given. The first, second, and third place participants will receive an 

award. 
• The first and second place contestants at the state level will also be eligible to compete in the Southern 

Regional 4-H Horse Championships and Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup. 
• The first place winner is eligible to participate in the Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup and will receive 

$150 travel money from the Florida 4-H Horse Program. 
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Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks 

• District: Each county may enter all blue qualifying junior, intermediate, and senior individuals and all blue qualifying 
junior, intermediate, and senior teams. Counties reserve the option of working with red placing entries to improve the 
entry to a blue level and qualify the entry for district competition. 

• State: Each district may enter all blue qualifying senior individuals and all blue qualifying senior teams in state level 
competition. Participants must meet a blue standard in district competition to qualify for state. 

• Regional/National: Selected project areas give 4-H’ers the opportunity to compete beyond the state level. In such 
cases, one overall demonstration will be certified for competition although there may be an individual and team winner 
at the state level. 

 

Regardless of category entered, the following regulations apply: 

• No living vertebrates (i.e. fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, or mammals) may be brought to district or state 
level events. 

• Demos/illustrated talks must be between 3-12 minutes for juniors and intermediates, and 5-12 minutes for 
seniors. 

• A team demonstration is one in which two team members participate both in speaking and presentation. No 
more than two members per team. 

• State entries must have competed at the county/district levels. Participation guidelines for county/district level 
activities that do not culminate at the state level are at the discretion of planning committees at the 
county/district. 

• Each presentation (i.e. demonstration, illustrated talk, Share-the-Fun activity, speech, etc.) will be the same 
from district level to state level. A 4-H’er should improve on his/her activity but it must remain basically the 
same. 

• If a 4-H’er is participating at the state level with a similar illustrated talk or demonstration to the previous year, 
the demonstration or illustrated talk must be changed to include more depth and growth. 

• Participants must provide all equipment and supplies for their presentations. 

• Competitors are responsible for all aspects of their preparations and set-up of their competitions. Only 
competitors are allowed in the set-up/dressing room at State Competitions. 

• In demonstration categories where one entry is needed to be recognized as the official state entry for a 
regional/national competition, the judges will be asked to select the overall entry from the 1st place individual 
and 1st place team, provided this meets respective national guidelines. 

• During Florida 4-H University, individual 4-H’ers can participate in one demonstration OR public speaking 
event AND either Share-the-Fun or one judging/other event (i.e. Fashion Revue), as long as schedule 
permits. Please contact the State Events Coordinator to confirm the schedule for these events. Youth at 
county and district levels can be encouraged to participate in both demonstrations and judging or other 
events. 4-H’ers may compete in contests and be a council delegate. 

• The Demonstration/Illustrated Talk and Public Speaking competitions combine two forms of achievement and 
recognition for youth. These are: 

• Standards of Excellence established by experts (as defined by the scorecards for Demonstration/Illustrated 
Talk or Public Speaking Contests). By measuring personal progress against standards of excellence, youth 
can gain insight into their own efforts and abilities. 

• Peer Competition, a panel of judges subjectively identifies, in a concrete time and place, the best teams or 
individuals through rankings. It is a strong motivator for some youth, but is inappropriate for youth under the 
age of eight. 

 

In State 4-H University Competitions, using both “standards of excellence” and “peer competition”, as described above, 
participants will first be recognized for reaching a standard of excellence. Blue, Red, and White levels are used to 
determine the standard met. Participants will then be recognized through peer competition for earning 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 
place within their category. Only blue standard participants at district events should progress to state level competitions. 
Only blue standard participants at state level events may compete at the corresponding National Event. All judges’ 
decisions are final. 
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Share the Fun 
The 4-H Share the Fun Program is designed to help 4-H’ers discover their talents, develop them, and have opportunities 
to share those gifts with others. It is part of the 4-H Recreation Program and is conducted at County, District, and State 
levels. The objective of the Share-the-Fun Program is to enhance the following areas: appreciation of talent, leadership, 
confidence, interest in special training, and the ability to discover opportunities for wholesome recreation. 

 

Participation Procedures and Quotas: 
County: 

• Each county determines eligibility based on current enrollment and participation standards. It is suggested that 
separate junior, intermediate and senior programs be conducted. 

District: 

• Each county may submit two acts for senior competition, two acts for intermediate competition and two acts for 
junior competition. Junior and intermediate winners may be selected using the Share-the-Fun score card, 
however, there are no provisions for junior or intermediate participation beyond the district level. Participants 
may refine their routine from district to state as long as it does not change the act dramatically. 

State: 

• During Florida 4-H University, individual 4-H’ers can participate in one demonstration OR public speaking 
event AND either Share-the-Fun or one judging/other event (i.e. Fashion Revue), as long as schedule permits. 
Please contact the State Events Coordinator to confirm the schedule for these events. Youth at county and 
district levels can be encouraged to participate in both demonstrations and judging or other events. 4-H’ers 
may compete in contests and be a council delegate. 

Act Classification: 

• Instrumental: Musical instruments of all descriptions. 

• Vocal: Singing numbers. 

• Dance: All dance, baton, and acrobatic routines. 

• Dramatic and Novelty: Skits, stunts, pantomimes, monologues, puppetry, ventriloquism, impersonations, etc. 

• General: Acts which include two or more of the above classifications. 

Act Size and Length: 

• Acts may be presented by an individual or a group. 

• Group acts should be limited to a maximum of five participants. 

• Entertainment groups with more than five members are discouraged because of the difficulty in facilitating a 
group that size. However, this does not rule out participation by such a group if their talent is of exceptional 
quality and they meet all other requirements. Such an act must be cleared through the State 4-H Office prior to 
District Events (contact Associate Dean for 4-H Programs). Acts with more than five participants who are not 
cleared through the State 4-H Office in advance will not be allowed to perform at Florida 4-H University. 

• The time for each act can range from 3-5 minutes. Participants will have a one minute warning and then the 
act will be called at 5 minutes. 

 

District Competition: 

• A panel of three judges is suggested for district contest so that a majority can rule over disputes. 

• Music instructors, drama coaches, English teachers, band directors, and dance teachers all make excellent 
judges. Other professionals with qualifying backgrounds are also suggested. 

 

State Competition: 

• This is a competitive event and will be judged at Florida 4-H University. 

• Participants will be required to attend a rehearsal. 

• The University of Florida bans live animals (i.e. mammals, amphibians, reptiles, etc.) from UF facilities where 
the State 4-H Share the Fun Competition is held, with the exception of seeing-eye dogs. Therefore, it is 
essential that the State 4-H Office be contacted prior to Florida 4-H University regarding whether an act 
involving an animal or reptile will be allowed in the competition. 

• An acoustic piano and basic sound equipment will be supplied. All other props, instruments, amps, equipment, 
or other items necessary for the performance are the responsibility of the participant. The sound crew will have 
the ability to play standard format, store bought music CD’s. Homemade music CD’s are often useable, but 
should be considered at your own risk. DVD, MP3, or other computer sound file formats ARE NOT supported. 

• The State 4-H Events Office will not be responsible for the acquisition of gymnastic equipment such as parallel 
bars, balance beams, floor mats, etc. to be used by participants in the show. 

• The first, second, and third place individuals will be recognized. 
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For more information on: 

Florida 4-H Events visit http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/ 
 

Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks visit http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/demotalk/ 
 

Public Speaking visit http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/publicspeaking/ 
 

Horse Public Speaking visit http://animal.ufl.edu/youth/horse/HorseEvents.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Institution. Extension Service, University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, Nick T. Place, Dean. Single copies of Extension publications (excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available              

free to Florida residents from county Extension offices. Information about alternate formats is available from IFAS Communications, University of Florida, PO Box 110810, Gainesville, FL 32611-0810. 

http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/demotalk/
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents_/publicspeaking/
http://animal.ufl.edu/youth/horse/HorseEvents.shtml

